
American Museum of Ceramic Art Education Department 
Post Trip Lesson Plan, Grade 5 

Functional Art 

This lesson plan was designed to meet the following Visual Art and Performing Art and Language Arts 
standards for grade 5: 
 

• Visual Arts 1.3 Use their knowledge of all the elements of arts to describe similarities and 
differences in works of art and in the environment.  

• Visual Arts 2.7 Communicate values, opinions or personal insights through an original work of 
art. 

• Writing 1.2 Create multiple-paragraph expository compositions. 
• Writing 1.5 Use a thesaurus to identify alternative words choices and meaning. 
• Writing 1.6 Edit and Revise manuscripts to improve the meaning and focus of writing by adding, 

deleting, consolidating, clarifying, and rearranging words and sentences.  
 
Number of Individual Lessons: 5 
 

Lesson Overview: After visiting the museum students will receive the opportunity to revisit their 
experiences at AMOCA. They will view and discuss two dinnerware sets that were on display for the 
exhibition: Peregrinación, Mexican Folk Pottery. Students will design and write descriptions of their own 
original dinnerware. Students will realize that everyday objects can be works of art. 
 

Objectives: At the end of the lesson, the student should be able to make a comparison between two 
functional pieces of art, describing them in both written and orally. Their own composition should be a 
two dimensional piece that is representative of themselves. 
 
Materials Needed: 

• Art supplies: drawing paper, pencils, erasers, markers, color pencils, crayons, etc. 
• Writing paper 
• Copies of the artworks featured in the lesson plan 
• A dinnerware piece from home 

 
Featured Artwork:  
Jose Berbabe, Dinnerware Set. 1980-1983; Tonalá, Jalisco. 
Ysauro Uriate, Talavera Ware. 1951; Puebla, Mexico. 
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Lesson 1: Introduction. (20 minutes)  
 

Teacher lectures on functional art, defining what it is, who uses it, and how it’s different from fine art. 
Discuss the different types of functional art that students might have in their own homes such as 
textiles, furniture, and pottery. The homework assignment is to bring a piece of dinnerware from home.  
 
Lesson 2: Discussion. (30 minutes) 
 

In small groups, the students take turns describing the kind of dinnerware pieces that they use at home. 
A member of the group can be writing down the different words that are used to describe the pieces. As 
a classroom, a vocabulary list is created that may include materials used, descriptive words, parts of the 
dinnerware set, etc. After the list is created, present the two dinnerware sets. Discuss each one. 
Additional vocabulary words can be added at this time to the list. 
 

Open ended questions: Where might these pieces be from? What material was used to make them? 
Who might have used them?  What might they have been used for? Why do you think the artist chose 
this design? 
 

Lesson 3: Drawing. (60 minutes) 
 

After sharing and viewing the different possibilities of dinnerware sets, students invent and draw a 
dinnerware piece of their choice. Drawing techniques can be taught during this lesson, such as, 
perspective, texture, tone, etc. Students can color by using the different media available to them.  
 

The students may share what they are draw and why they choose it.  
 

Lesson 4: Writing. (40 minutes) 
 

Each student writes two paragraphs describing their piece. They should be able to answer some of the 
following questions: Who owns the dinnerware piece? Where do they originate from? How was it 
made? What was used to make it? What is it used for, such as storage, eating, cooking, etc? When was it 
used? The first paragraph focuses on the owner of the piece, while the second paragraph describes the 
piece itself. Students use a thesaurus to find precise descriptive words. 
 

Lesson 5: Editing (40 minutes) 
 

Students exchange their descriptive paragraph with another student so that they can discuss the 
content of their work. When they are finished with their discussion, they can make a final draft with the 
changes that were suggested to them.   
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