
Mexican Mermaids 

Objective: Students will create an original tile reflecting the representation 
of a mermaid in Mexican folklore.  Students with apply underglazes to 
enhance design. 

Vocabulary: slab, score, slip, underglaze, cone, fire 

Materials: White clay, cone 05, variety of colored underglazes, examples of 
Mexican Mermaids 

Tools: Rolling pin, slats, canvas, needle tool, texture stamps and sticks, paper, 
pencil, brush 
  



Historic/Cultural Background: 
One of the most acknowledged symbols of Mexican art is the Mermaid. The mermaid is a mythological 
creature that is often presented in Mexico arts as something scared and holy. First flourished in the 
culture of Europe, the ideal of Mermaids initially resembled temptation, disgrace, and vanity. However, 
the conceptions of the Europeans did not reach to Mexico. Mermaids in Mexico are believed to be the 
goddess Chalchiutlicue. She was the wife of Tlaloc, the god of rain and moisture. She was also 
considered as the goddess of water sellers, fisherman, and sea-farers. Historians argued that the symbol 
of Chalchiutlicue was first pictured as frogs and snakes, but later “transfigured” into the half-man, half-
fish creatures of Mermaids. 

Artworks of Mermaids are especially appreciated in the state of Oaxaca of Mexico. Many pottery and 
ceramic works produced there included Mermaids as main figures. Today, this tradition of portraying 
Mermaids is still continuing and making Mexico more exotic and mysterious than ever. 

Oaxaca, a state in southern Mexico, is rich in stories about mythical creatures. For artists, these stories 
are a source of inspiration. A common story from Oaxaca is about a mermaid. Many Oaxacan people 
believe that mermaids exist and that best day to see a mermaid is on the 24th of June – the feast day of 
San Juan- when she comes out to sing and comb her hair by the banks of the river. Oaxacan women 
honor the mermaids by cutting their hair on June 24th. 

Mermaid tales vary from town to town but all have a common theme: 

A long time ago, there was a young girl who went to bathe by the banks of a river. The girl’s mother 
would get mad at her for going because there was no need to get water. The girl’s mother forbade her 
from going to the river but the girl continued to disobey her mother. One day, when the girl was done 
bathing, she tried to get out of the water but she couldn’t. Her body had become scaled like a fish! In 
the very moment that the girl became a mermaid her hair grew long to cover her naked body. 

 

 

 
 
  



Instructions: Mermaid Tile 
1. Roll a slab (3/8-1/2”) and cut out square for tile. Pinch edges to raise sides and add decorative 

frame. 
2. Cut head, body and fish tail from scraps. Place, mark, score and slip, attach parts. Add hair, facial 

features and arms using coils and pinching. Add texture to the fish tail.  
3. Pinch or cut a variety of flowers, attach around mermaid. 
4. After allowing tile become leather hard, brush on underglaze colors.  
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