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(Pomona, CA) – The American Museum of Ceramic Art is proud to present John Conrad: 
The Dichroic Effect. Combining the centuries old technique of forming objects from clay 
and the very recent process of depositing metal on a vitreous surface, John Conrad has 
developed a first ever application on porcelain that results in an unworldly, rich brilliant 
rainbow of color that defies an adequate verbal description.  
 
John moved to San Diego in the mid 1960’s to be a professor of Fine Arts at San Diego 
Mesa College. During the tenure he developed an extensive program in ceramics, 
creating one of the top programs in California.  Conrad, who has an affinity for sculpture, 
started pushing boundaries years ago by doing the first experiments fusing glass on clay. 



He entered a doctoral program at University of Pittsburgh in 1970 not knowing whether 
these fusion experiments were a viable endeavor. After hundreds of trials he arrived at 
stunning sculptures that showcased the translucent qualities of glass fused over 
perforated windows in ceramic structures. 
 
His exhibition at the American Museum of Ceramic Art (AMOCA) will be the first ever 
exhibition of porcelain ware that has been coated with a metallic plasma effect treatment. 
John’s professional efforts are marked with decades of tenacity, exploration and 
experimentation. Conrad has provided, through his writings, new and valuable 
information, helping potters become successful and develop a better understanding of 
their craft.  
 
American Museum of Ceramic Art 
399 North Garey Avenue, Pomona, CA 91767 
(909) 865-3146   
Hours:  Wednesday – Sunday, Noon – 5:00pm 
Admission: General $7, Student/Senior $5, Members & under 12 Free 
www.amoca.org 
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ABOUT AMOCA 
The American Museum of Ceramic Art (AMOCA) is a museum dedicated to telling the 
story of a single material - clay, one of the oldest materials in the world a fundamental part 
of everyone's life. Clay, both in its natural form and when converted into ceramic form 
when fired-is a versatile, ancient medium that is still being explored and studied by today's 
artists, scientists, and historians. AMOCA champions the art, history, creation and 
technology of clay and ceramics. 
 
We serve as steward to one of the foremost ceramic art collections in the world which 
includes industrial, factory and hand-made or studio ceramics ranging from Pre-
Columbian to contemporary pieces and from functional work to sculptural fine art. We are 
a dynamic institution that actively collects, preserves, educates and shares the experience 
of clay. 
 
Our campus is located in an area of Southern California that has an exceptionally rich and 
vibrant ceramics tradition. Paul Soldner, Betty Davenport Ford, and Harrison McIntosh are 
among the prominent ceramists who have lived and worked in the Pomona Valley. Our 
51,000 sq. ft. facility includes 15,000 sq. ft. of exhibition space for our permanent 
collection, rotating exhibitions, the Mettlach Collection and our Vault Project Gallery. The 
facility also includes a 12,000 sq. ft. ceramics studio that features extensive working 
space, several kinds of kilns, an Artist's Gallery, and 16 private and semi-private artist 
workspaces. The studio offers a range of classes in wheel throwing, hand building, and 
advanced techniques along with workshops offered by acclaimed ceramists. 
 



The museum has an active educational program for individuals of all ages. Bi-lingual staff 
members are able to provide Spanish language tours, particularly for public school 
students in Pomona and surrounding communities. We have a robust, multifaceted 
educational program that includes docent led tours for community and student groups, 
parent and teacher resources, and lesson plans. The museum provides videos related to 
its exhibitions, explanatory panels in the galleries, field guides for primary and secondary 
school, a range of publications and demonstration workshops. In addition, AMOCA 
provides, through its studio/school, hands--‐on experiences for both adults and children. 
 
AMOCA has a permanent collection comprising over 7,000 objects and a education 
collection with over 750 objects that can be handled and studied. The Helen and Roger 
Porter Ceramics Research Library includes more than 4,200 publications. AMOCA also 
has a photography studio and an extensive Museum Store. 
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