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American Museum of Ceramic Art Announces New Exhibition  
Mettlach: Folktales & Fairy Tales 

September 10, 2016- July 31, 2018 
 

(Pomona, CA) – The American Museum of Ceramic Art (AMOCA) announces a new exhibition, 

Mettlach: Folktales & Fairy Tales. Folktales have been found in cultures throughout the world. 

Many folktales emerged simultaneously and independently of one another, suggesting that 

cultures shared parallel narratives.  

 

The Roman historian Strabo recorded one of the earliest versions of Cinderella in the first 

century B.C.  The classic fairy tale Hansel and Gretel was based on real events during the 

Great Famine of 1315 A.D. In the late 1600’s French author Charles Perrault, wrote stories 

derived from folktales including Little Red Riding Hood, Cinderella, Puss in Boots, The Sleeping 

Beauty and Bluebeard.  

 

The invention of the printing press by Johannes Gutenberg around 1440 improved the speed of 

printing books.  The Industrial Revolution and advancements in printing technologies increased 

the quantity of books and reduced the cost of producing books. These innovations enabled 

writers such as Jacob and Wilhelm Grimm to collect, document, and share classic folklore and 

fairy tales with a much larger audience. The Mettlach: Folklore and Fairy Tales exhibition 

includes 140 objects. 

 

HISTORY OF METTLACH 

In 1748, François Boch began manufacturing ceramic dinnerware in France. In 1809, the Boch 

family purchased a former Benedictine abbey in Mettlach, Germany.  Mettlach is located on the 

Saar River near the border of France. Jean-François Boch, François Boch’s grandson, designed 

many of the machines used to improve production at the new facility. 



 

In 1791, Nicholas Villeroy acquired an earthenware factory in Germany.  Villeroy brought in 

specialists from England and France to modernize production and around 1815 they developed 

a printing process to create decals that could be fired onto clay (prints under glaze.)  

 

The two families merged their ceramic companies in 1836 to create Villeroy and Boch (V&B). 

The Mettlach factory reached its peak about 1880 but began to decline around in the early 

1900’s due to a downturn in the economy and World War I. Today, V&B continues to produce 

bathroom wares, tableware, and other ceramics.  

 

EXHIBITION AND EVENT DETAILS 

Opening Reception: Saturday, September 10, 2016, 5:00-8:00pm 

Exhibition Dates: September 10, 2016 – July 31, 2018 

Gallery Hours: Wednesday through Sunday, Noon – 5:00pm 

Admission: General $7, Student/Senior $5, Members & under 12 Free 

 

ABOUT THE AMERICAN MUSEUM OF CERAMIC ART (AMOCA) 

 

Founded in 2003, AMOCA is a 501c3 nonprofit organization dedicated to telling the story of a 

single material - clay, one of the oldest materials in the world and a fundamental part of 

everyone's life. AMOCA champions the art, history, creation and technology of clay and 

ceramics. 

 

We serve as steward to one of the foremost ceramic art collections in the world which 

includes industrial, factory and hand-made or studio ceramics ranging from Pre-Columbian 

to contemporary pieces and from functional work to sculptural fine art. We are a dynamic 

institution that actively collects, preserves, educates, and shares the experience of clay. 

 

Our campus is located in an area of Southern California that has an exceptionally rich and 

vibrant ceramics tradition. Our 51,000 sq. ft. facility includes 13,000 sq. ft. of exhibition 

space for our permanent collection, rotating exhibitions, the Mettlach Collection and our 

Vault Project Gallery. The facility also includes a 12,000 sq. ft. ceramics studio that 

features extensive working space, several kinds of kilns, an Artist's Gallery, and 16 private 

and semi-private artist workspaces. The studio offers a range of classes in wheel 



throwing, hand building, and advanced techniques along with workshops offered by 

acclaimed ceramists. 
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PRESS IMAGE: 

 

Mettlach, Lohengrin’s Arrival, plaque handpainted ceramics. Gift of Colette & Robert Wilson. 

Image courtesy AMOCA. 
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