
 
Principles of Design 
The Principles of design help define the way artists plan their composition. 

Pattern 
 

A regular arrangement of alternated or 
repeated elements (Shapes, Lines, 
Colors) or motifs. 

 

Contrast 

 

The Juxtaposition of different elements 
of design in order to highlight their 
differences. 

 

Emphasis 
 

Special attention or importance given 
to one part of a work of art. 

 

Balance 
Symmetric 
Asymmetric 
Radial 

 

When elements of design are arranged 
symmetrically or asymmetrically to 
create the impression of equality in 
weight or importance. 

 

Scale 
(Proportion) 

The relationship between objects with 
respect to size, number and so on, 
including the relation between parts of 
a whole.  

Movement 
(Rhythm) 

 

The use of recurring elements to direct 
the movement of the eye through the 
art work.  

 

Harmony When elements are arranged to give 
the viewer the feeling that all the parts 
of the piece form a coherent whole.   

Variety The use of more than one Principle of 
Design.  

 



 
Principles of Design 
Draw a Principles of design map of one of the art pieces you notice in this exhibition using a 
symbol placed where you find each principle of design.  
Example:  

 

 

Artist Name:  
Unknown 
Title of Work: 
Greek Attic Red-figure vase 
Description of work: 
The Point of emphasis of this piece is the large 
image in the center of the vase. The point of 
emphasis is created using contrast of the light red 
of the figures against the stark black decoration. 
The movement of your eyes begins at the point of 
emphasis and travels up toward the top of the vase 
around the smaller figures and patterns and back 
down to the point of emphasis following the shape 
of the handles. There is a pattern of repeating 
shapes across the top and bottom. The piece is 
balanced symmetrically.  

 

 

Artist Name: 
____________________________________ 
 
Title of Work: 
____________________________________ 
Description of Work: 
____________________________________
____________________________
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Principles of Design Map: 
 

 


