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A Message from Executive Director David Lowry

To those that were not able to attend the convention in Los Angeles in June, we had a great
time!! We had the usual auction, tours, stein sales room, a large stein sales room set up by
Les Paul and Ron Fox, a talk on Art Nouveau designers by Terry Hill, roundtables, High Tea,
etc. We also had a fun Hollywood farewell dinner night, where most people dressed up in cos-
tumes and we were entertained by Frank Sinatra, Marilyn Monroe, and Michael Jackson. If
you missed this convention, you missed a good one!!

We now look forward to Pittsburgh , PA. in 2014. The dates of events are September 3rd
through the 7th. We also chose Florida for convention in 2015. When the city location and
dates are chosen, you all will be the first to know. These two conventions will again be or-
ganized by the Vice President of Conventions and approved by the Executive Director.

Two chapters, The Thirsty Knights of N.Y. and the Meister Steiners of the Chicago area, have
shown interest in the 50th convention in 2016. Presentations are expected at the Pitts-
burgh convention and a vote will follow.

Please encourage your chapter to keep your chapter pages and contact information found
on the SCI website up to date & current at all times. This ensures that material for the con-
vention and other business items through-out the year get to the correct person, whether
that be your Chapter President or Chapter Representative.

We also had the pleasure of adding Charles Hill to the Executive Committee as our Chapter
Development Officer. He will be our liaison to the chapters and we will see if we can get the
Chapter & Verse newsletter going again on the SCI website to share news with the chapters.
Read also about other news and changes made at the LA convention in this issue of Prosit.

We also send our condolences, love, and prayers to Roy & Sue Kellogg and their family, as
they unexpectedly experienced the passing of their son Brady. This is always a hard event
to deal with, so it would be nice for them to receive your love expressed by email or via mail,
from their stein club friends.

When there is a need in the future for members to step forward for positions that are open,
or will soon be open due to term limits, please have that willing spirit, since any organiza-
tion is only as good as its members. We all can take our turn in continuing to make this one
of the best collecting clubs out there!

Until the next issue, happy stein hunting!! Prosit I! Dave
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The Robert and Colette Wilson Mettlach Collection
at the American Museum of Ceramic Art (AMOCA)

reported by Roy De Selms and Sharon Cooley
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This year's SCI Convention in Los Angeles
brought about a hundred SCI members to
the American Museum of Ceramic Art
(AMOCA) (figure 1) in nearby Pomona, Cal-
ifornia to see Bob & Colette Wilson (figure
1a) and part of their 3,000-piece Mettlach
Wares Collection which is housed there. At
this time about 500-pieces including steins,
plaques, vases etc. are on display and the
rest can be viewed by special arrangement.

Bob started his collection at the early age of
thirteen. His parents liked to collect an-
tiques and would take him along to the an-
tique shops on Sepulveda Blvd. in Los
Angeles. This was at the beginning of WWII
and Bob happened to see a stein in a win-
dow while waiting for his parents. Somehow
that stein really caught Bob's attention and
he couldn't stop thinking about it for several
months before he got his parents to buy it
for him. That first stein was Mettlach stein
#1998 (figure 2) "Der Trompeter von
Sackingen" (the Trumpeter from Saeckin-
gen) which is still in the collection. Bob

seemed to like that stein so much that when
his mother found a second Mettlach stein
(#2097, figure 3) in the collection of an ac-
quaintance, she was given the stein for her
son. The acquaintance happened to be J.
C. Penney, founder of the famous Penney's
department stores. Although steins repre-
sent the main thrust of the Mettlach collec-
tion, Bob personally favors the plaques
(figure 4) because the whole scene can be
viewed at once, and the vases and jar-

dinieres (figure 5) because of the many dif-
ferent forms they introduce.

Bob graduated from USC as a civil engi-
neer and then taught mathematics at USC
while working as an aeronautical engineer
at Hughes Aircraft. As the years went by
and the stein collection grew, SCI started in
Southern California in 1965. Bob became a
member a few years later and found a lot
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of new friends who also were interested in steins and were forming
a local club, Erste Gruppe (First Group in SCI). Then came the con-
ventions and when Bob and Colette went to the first SCI convention
in Germany at Mettlach in 1978, they got to see the Mettlach Mu-
seum on site. Bob was impressed of course, but it was that experi-
ence that gave him the idea that it was within the realm of reality to
expand his own collection and eventually found his own Mettlach
Museum. Some 33 years later that came to fruition when David and
Julie Armstrong decided to make the Wilson's Mettlach collection a
major part of their teaching/ceramics museum, the AMOCA. When
Isabella von Boch, the youngest sibling of the family that now man-
ages the Villeroy & Boch - Mettlach Factory, came to the opening of
the Wilson Mettlach Wares Collection at the AMOCA in October
2012, she declared that this was the largest and most comprehen-
sive collection of antique Mettlach wares in the world.

Actually Bob will admit that the best thing that ever happened to him
was Colette. Colette also grew up in Southern California. Her father
was the music director for 20th Century Fox and this connection in-
troduced her to childhood playmate Shirley Temple (figure 6). Co-
lette was so beautiful and talented that Martin Scorsese encouraged
her to be an actress, but she decided to go on to college at UCLA
and then became a teacher in Los Angeles. During her college years
she became Homecoming Queen in 1949 and participated in the
many school events and activities (figure 7).

Later when Bob and Colette started their life together (figure 8), she
was not only into the Mettlach collecting, but also was instrumental
in starting the Royal Worcester collection that is also at the AMOCA
and being displayed periodically (figure 9). It would be remiss not to
mention the Wilson brick collection that remained adorning the fan-
tastic landscape of their former home in Springville, CA. Bob and
Colette had collected about 12,000 bricks, many with maker’s names
branded on them, and Bob did the masonry work to put them all to-
gether over a span of about 25 years.

The Chinese philosopher, Lao Tzu, is credited with the saying: "The
journey of a thousand miles begins with a single step." So it might be
for the beginning collector that his/her collection, no matter what size,
could begin with a single piece. Beginning collectors often are dis-
mayed by only having a few pieces, so remember that Bob's collec-
tion started with a single stein and it took several years until he
accumulated a few more. E
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