
 
 
EXHIBITION ADVISORY 
 
Exhibition: Breaking Ground: Women in California Clay 
On View: September 10, 2022—February 9, 2023 
Reception: September 10, 2022, 4:00 pm – 6:00pm • Curator Talk @ 4:15 pm • Artists 
in Attendance 
Location: American Museum of Ceramic Art, Pomona, CA 
 

 
Image: Breaking Ground catalog cover with Crystal Morey, The RePlanting (detail), 2021. Porcelain. 12.5 x 8 x 6 
inches. 
 

(Pomona, CA–July 25, 2022) Breaking Ground: Women in California Clay, opening September 
10, 2022 at the American Museum of Ceramic Art, celebrates 44 artists who have defined—and 
redefined—ceramics over the past 100 years. A momentous reframing of the California Clay 
Movement and its legacy, this exhibition will be the first to chronologize the evolution of 
ceramic in California solely through the work of women artists, and the first exhibition to be 
presented across all three of AMOCA’s ground-floor galleries (8,800 square-feet). 
 
Executive Director Beth Ann Gerstein commented, “We are grateful to the National 
Endowment for the Arts, California Humanities, Center for Craft, Boardman Family Foundation, 
and the Los Angeles County Department of Arts and Culture for their critical support in making 
this exhibition possible. Assembled together for the first time, the works in Breaking Ground 



can now tell the compelling story of how women artists from California have made, and 
continue to make, significant contributions to the American Studio Ceramics movement.” 
 
Adjunct curator Jo Lauria explains, “Breaking Ground, or groundbreaking, describes 
innovational, novel, inventive, creative, or disruptive actions. The remainder of the title 
functions as a filtering mechanism: the groundbreakers are women who have resided in 
California and whose stories are framed through the lens of their association with clay.” 
 
Exhibition Overview 
 
Breaking Ground highlights the significant shifts in California ceramics over several generations 
of women artists. The story is told in three sections, using each artist's “breaking ground 
period” to determine their place in history. The first chapter includes Laura Andreson, Betty 
Davenport Ford, Stefanie Gruenberg, Vivika Heino, Elaine Katzer, Mary Lindheim, Martha 
Longenecker, Gertrud Natzler, Susan Peterson, Ruth Rippon, Susi Singer, Helen Ritcher Watson, 
Marguerite Wildenhain, and Beatrice Wood. These artists laid the groundwork for the field and 
inspired successive generations of artists. 
 
The second chapter includes works by a disparate group of artists who explore the female 
figure, feminism, and the creation of the perfect form: Judy Chicago, Dora De Larios, Roseline 
Delisle, Viola Frey, Magdalena Suarez Frimkess, Phyllis Green, Margaret Keelan, Karen Koblitz, 
Marilyn Levine, Elsa Rady, Lisa Reinertson, Nancy Selvin, Anna Silver, and Sandy Simon. Works 
by these women mark a substantial break in artmaking from their predecessors. 
 
The third chapter represents a younger generation of artists and includes Ashwini Bhat, 
Christina Erives, Keiko Fukazawa, Jenny Hata Blumenfield, Julia Haft-Candell, Anabel Juarez, 
Cathy Lu, Brittany Mojo, Crystal Morey, Kristen Morgin, Annabeth Rosen, Erika Sanada, Joan 
Takayama Ogawa, Kim Tucker, Anna Valdez, and Bari Ziperstein. Their work continues the 
conversation of other featured artists to traverse themes of politics, identity, the environment, 
and the prevailing issues of globalization, colonialism, and reclaiming histories that have 
become increasingly important in the lives of practicing women artists. 
 
Breaking Ground: Women in California Clay celebrates singular acts of women ceramists and 
their breakthrough moments, which have altered the course of ceramics.  
 
Exhibition Credits 
  
Breaking Ground is co-curated by Beth Ann Gerstein (Executive Director), Jo Lauria (Adjunct 
Curator), and Edith Garcia (Professor, California College of the Arts and University of California, 
Berkeley). 
 
The exhibition is accompanied by a catalog designed by Amy McFarland, featuring new essays 
by Jo Lauria, Elaine Olafson Henry, and Edith Garcia. 
 



This exhibition is funded, in part, by grants from the National Endowment for the Arts, 
California Humanities, the Pasadena Art Alliance, Boardman Foundation, Center for Craft, and 
The LA County Department of Arts & Culture.  
 
The research for this project was supported by a Craft Research Fund grant from the Center for 
Craft. 

 
 
The exhibition will be featured on the Museum's website, as well on Facebook, Instagram, and 
Twitter using the hashtag #womeninCAclay. 
 
### 
 
July 25, 2022 
 
CALENDAR LISTING 
Breaking Ground: Women in California Clay opens at the American Museum of Ceramic Art, 399 
N Garey Ave, Pomona, CA 91767 on September 10, 4-6 pm with a talk at 4:15pm. The exhibition 
runs through February 19, 2023. The museum is open Friday-Sunday, 11am to 5pm. For more 
information: 
https://www.amoca.org/upcoming-exhibitions/breaking-ground-women-in-california-clay/  or 
(909) 865-3146 or communications@amoca.org. 
 
Credit 
This exhibition is organized by the American Museum of Ceramic Art. 
 
About AMOCA 
The American Museum of Ceramic Art was founded in 2003, in Pomona, California. The mission 
of the museum is to champion the art, history, creation, and technology of ceramics through 
exhibitions, collections, outreach, and studio programming. 
 
Museum Hours 
Friday through Sunday, 11am – 5pm 
Admission 
General $14, Senior $9, Student/Pomona Resident $7, Members & under 12 Free 
Location 
American Museum of Ceramic Art 
399 North Garey Avenue, Pomona, CA 91767 
(909) 865-3146 • www.amoca.org 
 
Contact 

https://www.amoca.org/upcoming-exhibitions/breaking-ground-women-in-california-clay/


Press: Genevieve Kaplan • communications@amoca.org • (909) 865-3146 
Education and Coordinated Programming: Carly Lake-Irigoyen • education@amoca.org • (909) 
865-3146 
 


