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AMOCA & Executive Director Beth Ann Gerstein included in Kosuke Ide’s “Vivika and Otto: A
Ceramic Journey through Twentieth-Century California,” Subsequence, Volume 06 (October

2023). pp 110-125. See selections on the following pages. For more, visit Subsequence online at
https://subsequence.tv/magazine/
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Otto Heino

Objects Born f

It was 1948. The sewing;  small village outside of Concord:
New Hampshire.

Onto Heino, back for good from World War Il in Europe,
was living on the dairy farm where he ¥as raised. Then one
day, 2 woman passed by. “Where you heading?” Ot asked, ©©

which she replied that she was on her way © m‘t' a c!r-a:lilu
3 'luukgwmnualoﬂs‘“dk’m'h‘mpﬁ. he said: n
fact, Otto had visited the studio of Bernd e sight of Leach’s
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of his leave periods in England. Moved by . .
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ics once he was back home- “Afier (h:' e I;k, r‘ﬂlllninmg
3 i reacher,
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about how they met. Two years Jates
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Vivika and Oreo
their home for ye
Mingei con

Hamad,, o

:'{ei_no wete a ceramics duo who made
;s in California. Influenced by the
: Y
ik Vocated by Bernard Leach and Shoji
e = f:w:;d their own vision and, together
iends, helped brin, 1
g about a golden

age of Californ;
rNia c 1 >
Worth revisiting, cramics, the rich legacy of which is

Vivika Heino

rom the Spirit of the Land

barking on a creative parmership that would span forcy-five
yﬁl!.

Vivika, thirty years old, Vivika had made a carcer for herself
i ceramiics by the time Oro began taking classes with her
at the League of New Hampshire Arts and Crafts. Day

ucted Otro in the methods of ceramics,

after

day, she instr
et rich knowledge of clay, throwing
Outo rapidly absoebed as he developed s an ardis
os Angeles so that Vivika

glazes, and fir

the pair relocated 10 1
visting lecturer posiion ax the University of
East Coast to the West Ce

t. This was a bi

fornia. From the
move, and one which vasdy influenced their life and are

Courtesy of the Alfred Ceramic Art Mascum.

Alfred. New York
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Beth Ann Gerstein, executive director of

AMOCA.
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The American Muscum of
Ceramic Art (AMOCA) opened
in 2003 in Pomona, CA.
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“Back when Vivika wasstudying undec Glen Lukens, the Cal-
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